honorable Senator inform me when that petition was sent in ’

Mr. PEARCE. This was sent here last year, and
¥ drcboige st | e has been before the

the latter number.

he question being tsken, and "u division called for, there
w yes 23, noes 20,

80 the motion was agreed to.

Mr. HAMLIN. [ have been instructed by the Committee
on Commerce to offer the following amendment to the bill :

the recei Now, sir, my information, which will be sus- ;
u‘lnedbypt:' Western man who has paid any attention to _“Pl?rthgwmoﬁogttmt:'mm;u“ onh:“::
the subject, is, that this Jimitation of these appropriations to :&l:m lb!“'m K ‘;‘MT! ."pemhd

provision for the sick and disabled seamen upon our Western
boats. My object is to sppropriste ten thousand dollurs in
aid of this fand of $200,000 to pmdde‘forlhlt suﬂ"uringcllll
of our fellow-citizens who are engaged in com

on our Western waters, in steamboats, and registered or
licensed vessels.

After some debate the question was taken on the amendment,
and it was 10.

Mr. GWIN. [ will now offer an amendment to come in
immedistely after the amendment which has just been adopted:

¢ For the reliefand protection of marivers in the State of
California, twenty theusaud dollars ; to be disbursed under the
digection of the Secretary of the Treasury.”

It is unnecessary that I should make any remarks in sup-
port of this amendment, 1 will therefore merely say that in
the report of the special agent who was seat out to California
a provision of this sort is strongly

The amendment was adopted. :

Mr. WINTHROP, I offer the following amendment.

'lzinm@. l'l: ian of Congress to subsoribe for and

“To ibrarian of o sul r
purchase oae thousand copies of the works of John Adams,
the seeond Presidnt of the United States, to be published by
Little & Brown, in an edition of ten volumes ;: Provided, The
cost does not exceed $2.25 volume—suid volumes to be
disposcd of as Congress may r direet.”

I am quite aware, Mr. President, that it may be thought
somewhat adventurous to offer sn amendment of this kind at
a moment when it has been so emphatically declared that the
book policy has been brought to an ead. I will take this oc-
casion to say, however, that thisamendrent would have been
offered by my immediate predecessor upon this fioor, had he
not besn called to rm other duties elséwhere. I do not,

therefore, feel myseif at liberty to shrink from offering it my- | ¢

self. I shall detain the Senate but a few minutes in re-
gard toit. The early Presidents of the United States, owing
to the fact that they were immediately and personally con-
cerned in the civil and military affairs of tbe Revolution, have
been called the **Revolutionary Presidents.” There are five
of these **Revolutionary Presidents ;" Washington, Jobn
Adams, Jeflerscn, Madison, and Monroe. Now, the works
of Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe—four out
of five of these ** Revolutionary Presidents”—all comiog from
one part of the country, all coming from a single State—and
it is the highest honor to that Statethat she has included such
a cluster of stars in her own sky—the works of these four Vit-
ginia Presidents, I repest, have all been published by Con-
gress, at an aggregale expense of $181,950. Congress has
appropriated for the works of Washington $45,000 ; for tho%
of Jefferson $49,950 ; for those of Madison $67,000 ; and for
those of Mr. Monroe, whose writings have been purchased, but
not yet published, $20,000, Now, I need not tell the Senale
who John.Adams was. He was the second President of the

United States. He was the first Vice President of the United
States, and the first person who ever presided over this body.

Sir, he was more than this. It was he who, in 1775, nomi-
nated George Washington to be commander of all the armies
raised, and to be raised in defence of American liberty. _!:
was be who, in 1801, nominated John Marshall to be Chief
Justice of the United States of America. It was he of whom
Thomas Jefferson said, that *‘he was the Colossus of Inde-
pendence on the floor of the American Congress.” He was
in public life from his earliest youth. I must cite a little ex-
tract from a letter of his, when he was only twenty years of
age, which proves his extraordinary and prophetic sagacity in
regard to the future destiny of his country. He writes to a
friend from Worcester, Massachusetts, before he entered, I
believe, upon the study of law, under date of October 12th,
1755

Mr. BENTON, (in his seat.) Before Braddock’s defeat.

Mr. WINTHROP, (continuing.) As follows :

*‘Soonafter the Reformation a few people eame over into this
new world, for conscience sake. Perhaps this apparently tri-
vial incident may transfer the t seat of empire into Ame-
rica. Itlooks likely to me ; for, if we ean remove the turbu-
lent Gallies, our people, according to the exactest computa=
tion, will in snother century me more numerous than
England itself. Should this be the case, since we have, I may
say, all the naval stores of the nation in our hands, it will be
easy 1o obtain & mastery of the seas ; and then the united foree
of all Earope will not be able to subdue us. The only way to
keep us from setting up for ourselves is to disunite ns.”

He then goes on to say :

** Be not surprised that I am turned politician. This whole
town is immersed in polities. The interests of natiens, and
all the dira of war, make the subject of racy conversation. I
sit snd hear, and after having been led through a maze et safe
observations, I sometimes retire, and, lny";hr.hingl together,
form some reflections pleasing to myself. produce of one
at these reveries you have shove,”

Such was ane of the extraordinary “‘reveries” of John
Adams ss long ago as 1755—as the Senator from Missouri
has suggested, before Braddock's defest—he being then a
young man of twenty years of age. That pr ic sagacity
did not fail bim at another period of his life. e all remem-
ber another of these reveries in a letter to his wife, written on
the very day on which the Declaration of Independence was
adopted by Coogress, when he expressed himself thus:

*“The day is passed. Thedth of July, 1776, will be a me-
morable epoch in the history of America. [ am apt to be-
lieve it will be celebrated by suceeeding generations as the

aoniversary festival. [t ought to ge commemorated as
the day of deliverance, acts of devotion to Almighty
God. It ought to be with pomps, shows, games,
sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illaminations, from one end
of the conlinent to the other, from this time forward for-
ever.”

Here was another illustration of that devoted attachment to
American liberty—of that undoubting faith, 1 should rather
ey, in the great cause of American freedom, which inspired
him with-a sort of prophetic foresight of the future, and
which revealed to him *“the substance of things hoped for, and
the evidence of things unseen.”

Bur, Mr. President, I am detaining the Semate too long.
We all know who John Adams was; and I only desire to
add a word or two more on the precise subject before us. [
have said that he was a member of the first Congress of the
United Colonies, in 1774, 1775, and 1776—that Congress to
which Lord Chatham paid so striking and memorable a com-
pliment, when he said :

« That, for himself,"he must declare that he had studied
and admired the free States of antignity, the master States of
the world, but that for solidity of reasoning, force of sagaeity,
and wisdom ot conclusion, no body of men could stand before
the American Congress.”

That was the remark of Lord Chatham. Now to spply it.
John Adams was a member of this first Congress—of the
three first Congresses, indeed—that of independence includ-
ed. These Congresses sat with closed doors. There were
no reporters in those days like those before us. And there
are, at this moment, no reports whatever of their proceedings,
except such as are found in these very papers of John Adams,
which are the subjects of the amendment I propose. John
Adams, with that habit of exactness and method which be-
longed to him, kept a journal of the proceedings of the three

first Congresses of the United Colonics, and among them the
Congress of Independence, as Mr. Madison did of the Con-
vention which framed the constitution of the United States.
Indeed, Mr. President, ns the memorial which was presented
here on this subject well says, the larger portions of (hese
papers are made up of materisls of singular interest to the
i and people of the Unpited Siates, *‘ comprising,

]

h:rr mlgml}

over

as they do, repurts of the proceedings of the Congresses of I
P

1774, 1775, and 1776, in which the writer was a conspicu-
ous actor, and reports
a diery and auiobiography from the year 1755 to
close of his public life, never yet published ; and of other
works, chiefly relating o our Revolutionary history and
the formation of our comstitution.” It is bardly too much

of which exist nowhere else ; and ‘gf!
£

I will detain the Senate only to state that this matter un-
derwent the investigation of the committee who examined all
the matters connected with the subject while the light was
being exhibited from the dome of the Capitol. The evidence
was pretty clear that if the light could be spplied, it could be
furnished for aboat one fourth of the present cost. If that be
the case it is a matter of great importance to the Government.
Mr. CASS. It has already cost the Government a vast
sum to make experiments of this sort. If the experiment is
to be made, let the individual concerned in gelting up the
light make it at his own expense, and when completed, if sat--
factory, let the Governinent make use of it, and pay for it.
The amendment was rejected.
I offer the following smendment :
“ For compensation to Theodore 8. Fay, Secretary of Le-
gation to Prussia, for his services as aeti .h?fu *affuires
in

at that Government, $1,701.40, which shall payment
of his claims for all such services.”

This aleo has been sanctioned by the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of each House ; and I understand from the chairman
of the committee of the other House that the eanction which
that committee afforded it wos based upon the recommenda-
tion of the Department, which I have not seen. I cannot
myself doubt the propriety of the appropriation. I therefore
recommend it.

The smendment was rejected.
Mr. FOOTE. I have another amendment to offer, with
which I hope to have better fortune. It has not received the
sanction of a committee of the other house; but it has re-
ceived the sanction of the Commitiee on Foreign Relations
of the Benate. I believe I may say that it has also received
the sanction of the chairman of the Committee on Finance :
“To defray the expenses of a i t to the three
ofrthu‘ é!;v v 'p_ﬁ;\'ﬂr £ .d.pi:dln E : dor, t:tmd;le
ose ernments res v the several amounts
from each of them on ehim‘:e:}' levyenl citizens of the United
States against the former Government of Columbis, $2,000,”
Mr. DICKINSON. Iam inclined to think that this may
be productive of benefit, though I have not had more than a
glance at the matter. There is a great deal of plausibility in
it, although it may be liable to some objections.
Mr. GWIN. [ have examined this matter with some cure,
and [ do not believe that we could appropriate money for &
better object.
The amendment was adopted. ;
Mr. DAWSON., I movetoamend the bill by inserting
after the provision for the pay and milesge of Senators,
Members, and Delegates, the following :
“ And to the Senator elect from New Maxico who has ap-
peared here for the purpose of taking his seat in the Senate of
the United States, for his mileage, $2,000,”
New Mexico has made an effort to get into the Union upon
the same principle as California ; and the Senator elect (Mr.
WeieaTmax) from New Mexico came here with just as
honest purposes, and he was elected with just the same views
and feelings, as the Senators from California were elected. He
came here without any knowledge that Congress was about
to establish a Territorial Government there. On the con-
trary, the public press of the day gave him information that a
Territorial Government would not and could not be estab-
lished in New Mexico, and that the only way they had to get
a government was to hold a convention and form a State con-
stitution. In pursuance of these honest purposes, without
any attempt to commit fraud on the Government of the
country, they honestly met together and formed a constitu-
tion, and came here very improperly, I admit ; but they are
not to blame for it. And I submit that if California had
been rejected, the Senate would have consented to pay her
Senators.
I recollect, in 1836, when I was a member of the House of
Representatives, Michigan cathe here with her Senators ; her
consiitution was rejected ; her Senators were compelled to re-
turn home, but in the civil and diplomatic bill, sn appropria-
tion was made to pay those Senators. [ ask what, in common
justice, is the distinction between the Senators fromy Michigan
and Californis, and the Senator from New Mexico who is
here ; who came here without any other view or expectation
than that of taking his seat ; believing it would be in accord-
ance with the wishes of the Government and people of this
country. I submit, then, whether in fairness, in honesty, and
in justice, he is not entitled to it ?
Mr. GWIN. [ do not object to the Senator from Georgia
bringing in this proposition ; but I do protest against his stat-
ing that the case of California and that of New Mexico are
the same. S8ir, there iz a great difference between the two
cases. If 1 am not very much misinformed, this movement
for the establishment of a State Government in New Mexico
was not commenced until after this session of Congress began,
after it was known thera that the subject of forming a Terri-
torial Government was under consideration. And it has been
charged, snd not successfully refuted, that that movement
took place under the direction of the Executive branch of this
Government.
And here I feel myselfcalled upon—and it is the first occa-
sion I have had to speak upon the subject—to deny most
emphatically that the people of California formed their State
Government under Executive dictation. I scquit the gentle-
man sent out there by the President of the United States
(Mr. Thos. Batler King) of having interfered at all in the
matter. If Mr. King interfered, his interference was un-
known to me and to the people of California. I wasa mem-
ber of the convention which formed the State constitution
there, and I know he did not interfere in the slightest possible
degree in the formation uof the State constitution, I have
heard various charges brought against him to that effect. I
do not know what his intentions were; but his real acts, I
know, were such as shoald not subject him to any such im-
putation.
Mr. DAWSON. 1 am gratified to hear that statement
made. The Hon. Thos. Batler King has denied in person
the statement that he went as the agent of the late Adminis-
tration to call the State of California into existence. It is
now denied by the Senator Irom that State. It has been de-
nied by. the late Governor of that State, General Riley, who
stated to me here in this hall that Mr. King had nothing to
do withit. He told me that his proclamation was written in
the month of May, and that he did not know of the approach
of the steamer which brought Mr. King there when he issued
his proclamation.
After further debate the question was then taken and result-
ed as follows:
YEAS—Meussrs. Atchison, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Chase,
Clarke, Cn;.?er, Davis, of Massachusetts, Dawson, Dayton,
Dﬂdfla, of Wisconsin, Dodge, of lowa, Ewing, Greene, Gwin,
in, Seward, Shields, Swith, Spruance, Underwood,
Wales, and Winth A

NAYS—Messrs. Barnwell, Bright, Butler, Cass, Clay,
Dickinson, Downs, Felch, Foote, Houston, Hunter, Jones,
King, Mason, Morten, Norris, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian,
Soule, Turney, Walker, Whiteomb, and Yulee—=24,

Bo the amendment was rejected.

Mr. GWIN. I bave an amendment which I wish to offer,
to come in after line 483 :
““That the Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby
authorized and directed to contract, upon the most reasonable
terms, with the proprietors of some well-established assaying
works now in suceessful operation in California, upon satistac~
tory seeurity, to be iud‘!d of by the Seeretary of the Trea-
sury, who shall, under the supervision of the United States
Assuyer, to be appointed by the Presldent by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, perform such duties in assay-
ing and affixing the value of gold in grain and lumps, and in
forming the same into bars, as shall be prescribed by the Sec-
retary of the Tressury ; and that the said United States As-
sayer shall cause the stamp of the United States, indicating
the degree of fineness and value, to be affixed to each bar or
ingot of gold that may be issued from the establishment,
Provided, That the United States shall not be held responsi-
ble for the loss of any gold deposited with said proprietors for
Jnd provided further, That the salary of said assayer

to add, that the history of John Adams is the civil history of
this country for the period of his public career.

The memorialists go on to state the facts which I have al-
ready stated as to the appropriations made for the publication
of the works of four out of the five first Presidents of the
United States. They state that the publication of works of
this magnitude is too great for private enterprise ; and they
conclude by praying Congress to encourage them by a sub-
scription for a thousand copies, to be distributed among the
Stdtes, or in such way as the wisdom of Congress may Jdecide.
Without more words, I leave the subject to the Senate.

Mr. DICKINSON. That Jobn Adsms was among the

ausay.
lhlli be fixed by the Seeretary of the Treasury not to exceed
| ‘S,M. ”
| T have offered this amendment to this bill from a fixed con-
| vietion that the bill establisbing a mint in California will not
| pass this session, from the impossibility of getting it through
| the other House. [ have submitted the amendment to every
| member of the Committee on Finance, and they are all favor-
| able to it.
The amendment was adopted.

|  Mr. YULEE. I have amendment to offer, as follows :

“ For the salary of the late keeper of the public archives at
St, Augustine, to the 5th of June, 1849, when the archives

first patriots, and among men of the first minds, no one de- | were transferred from his custody to the Sarveyor General of

mes,

other patriots of his day ; and I may do 50 again if [ de not
losc what little imagivation I have in discussing \bese dry
finscoia! questions. The purchase of papers which have been

prepared by former Presidents, so far as I know, bas hitherto |
been done under the recommendation of commiitees on the

libraries, or oiher commitiees, and bave been examined and

recommended by them : and the quesiion rtgudin_g them has
enme before Uougress in such a form as 10 ensble it to be lully

discussed.

This amendment ie thrown into an appropriation bill within |
[t is n matter for |

five days of the ter ninatien of the seseion.

very coneiderare legislation ; sod the very fact that the hon- |
orable Senator from Massachosetts fiods it a theme calculated
o excite the imagination and revive 8o many pairiotic recoilec- |
tons, shows thal it s not & matter that belongs to the 1inica-
e and mathematical caleulitions of o bill on Spance. Jt

Will the

should e & question for consideraiion by itself,

1 have often taxed my imagioation when the 41h of
July bas come round to deliver eulogies in favor of him and |

Florida, $464 38.”

I will state briefly the occasion for this amendment. There
had been an office of keeper of the archives with a salary of
$500 per annum existing in Florida, for the safe-keeping of
the archives tiansfecred to us by the Spanish Government,
which by an amendment to the appropriation act of 1848
| was abolished, and the papers directed to be transferred to the
custody of the Sarveyor General of Florida. It required
same time to accomplish this transfer, and some time beyond
the date for whieh the appropriation extended. This amend-
meat mukes provision according to the salary formerly paid
I'}f iaw. 3

The amendment was agreed to.

Me. WALKER. [ move to strike out of the 1048ih,
| L044ih, and 1050tk Lines, the words **the patent fund, if
#0 much of @ul fund remains unapprepristed, and if not, the
excess pul of,” sothat the clause shisll read—

* For eompieting the eastern wing of the Putent Offies buoild-
ing wecording tu the original plan, under the direction of the

Secretary of the lnterior, $110,000, to be out of [words

The fund from which it is proposed to
required for the erection of the east wing
i payments

pay for the erection of the proposed wings
the merchants to pay for the erection of the
And it is more unjust even than those re
be. This building is not for th
Patent Office—for that is
rouloﬁnwmﬂfm-lmty,uum
t is intended for the use of the
Hence the glaring injustice of this proposition. It is unjust
to impose this tax om the inveniors and mechanics of our
country for the erection of a palace in Washington to be
appropristed for any olhupu:r‘ﬂlll“m And there
molgr-rpmlﬂiliw. one of which is to lax the mechanics
and inventors of the country even for the tion of agri-
cultural statistics, which I shall move to strike out of the

bill,
oy e i
matter shall be 80
large an amount of this fund being as there was,
but the Senate overruled me by a large ty, and sinoe
then I have felt very little interest in the I desire 1o
get this bill through, if possible, and I therefore, unless
my friend from Wisconsin considers it necessary
to do otherwise, he will leave thonh_ul*tllllnbe;mmu;
I cannot do it. |

of the next session.

Mr. WALKER.

The amendment was rejected.
Mr. BADGER. [ wish to renew a
mitted to the Benate in committee, and 1 hope will now
receive the general and perhaps unanimous spprobation of the
body, all it was then voted down, to
strike out the clause of the bill providing that
receive mileage for any called session of
thirty days after the adjourning of the regular,
Mr. SMITH demanded the yeas and
not ordered. ]
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. DAWSON. wish to revive the amefdment making
an allowance of mileage to the Senator elect from New Mexi-
co, and I wish to make one or two observations on this sub-
ject. I renew this a inssmuch see that the
public funds are going, because
them should be diur_ln!to this object. Aas I stated before,
this gentleman came here for a : honest and patriotic pur-
. He believed he was to the dignity of a seat on
this floor, but he was dissppoioted in that, though not from
any fault of his own. He was sent here by the people whom
he represents, over a journey of thousands of miles, to meke
known their wants to the Government. I am a that he
was not entitled to his seaf here, and I voted against hin claim
to it, but still he was alsoan agent of the Government of that
infant State or colony, and afier the journey he has made I
cannot agree that he should not be compensated a single dol
lar.  More particularly, ] cannot agree to it when I eee that
every other of the de have been paid; and, above ell,
when we can give a who travels in a public veesel from
Turkey $10,000. I thik, therefore, that the man who comes
to represeat the portion )f country the most distant we have,
save Usliiofnia, is at entitled, not legally, but as an act

of mere justice, Lo his mjleage.
I supposed that matter had been fully

' tll;ey were

Mr. DICKINSON.
determined on to-day by s vote of the Senate, by yeas and
noys. I hope it will kb similarly disposed of at once, and

without the consumptio) of further time,
Mr. BERRIEN. Ipxtremely regret that this motion has
been renewed. It doed seem to me that to make the al-
lowance proposed by ths motion would be one of the most
extraordinary acts on the part of the Senate of the United
Btates which I can concdve of. A portion of the people in
a Territory of the United States have assumed to themselves
the right of constituting 4 State Government. 'We have de-
nied that right, and have fiven them a government of terri-
torial form ; and surely, sil, I must violate every conviction of
my judgment to recognise the right of these people to send a
Senator here, when in the denial of thal right I am sustained
by the judgment of Congress. Upon what principle, then,
is it that we are lo recognite this man—not as one who is
entitled to take a seat in the Senate, but as one who is to be
compensated as a Senator of he United States 7 Have we a
right thus to dispose of the public means of the country ?
This principle of self-governmeyt hasbeen carried to a sufficient
extent, and we are, in my judgment, now pushing it beyond
any limit which can be ised on any principle to be de-
duced from the constitution of the United States. I trust,
sir, that this motion will not prevail.
Mr. DAWSON, I amsary that my colleague should en-
tertain the views in regard to this proposition which he has
expressed. | have merely puoposed that we should pay an
agent who has come to us from a portion of our own people
as their representative, on thesame principle that we have
already agreed to pay an agen\ from a foreign nation who
has come here to.become ascquainted with our institu-
tions. I can see no difference een his case and that of
a gentleman who has been sent here from an infant cglony,
some two or three thousand miles wway, for the purpose of
ascertaining the state of things at theseat of government, un-
less it be in favor of the latter. He came in  double capa-
city, as an agent of the Government and of these people, and
has made & communication to this body as such agent. I
know that he came claiming to be a Senator, and I sgree with
my colleague that he is not entitled to a geat on this floor ;
but I will not, for that reason, say that he is entitled to
nothing at all on the part of Sa Government. Why, he
came here as a constituied agent’of the Government—a self- |,
made agent, if you please—to represent the condition of that
people so distant from us, and I think it is our duty at least
to pay his expenses. [ can see no objection, based on any
sound or great principle, to our doing s0. My course on this
subject is too well known to need any explanation. I have
denied the right of these people to come in as a State ; but
because on that occasion they were di , wrongfully, as [
believe, to exercise sovereign power, I am not thereby indis-
to do here what I consider a simple act of justice.
Mr. BERRIEN. The Senator elect from New Mexico !
Bir, the Senator has not only given me pain, but I fear will
in our common constituency, by renewing this resolution.
here is no kind of analogy between the case of the Turkish
agent sent here and the case of this individual. The al-
lowance was made to him under comsiderations of high na-
tional policyr;lhnnder wd::uou connected wilhldm foreign
commerce of the country ; but upon what principle are you
going to make mhﬁwmhlﬁwm If you re-
quire information from an agent, t him as an agent,
describe him as an agent, and make him the compensation
which is ap for an agent; but I trast that the Sepate
of the United States will so far respect its own dignity as not to
recognise this agent, the elected agent of the inhabitants of
a Territory of the United Siates, as an individual who is enti-
tled to his mileage in his character of Benator elect.
Mr. HOUSTON. Iam reluctant to say sny thing, be-
cause I know the importance of time in the S¢nate ; but other
gentlemen have felt no compunctions on the subject, and on
some occasions I must avail myself of my privilege. I am as-
tonished that the Senator from Georgis, who pnlenlezclhi.l
motion, should have acknowledged himeelf so very deficient
in regard to intelligence from New Mexico. He says that
that State, that would be, has not been here; but
he certainly must have forgotten that there was a most assidu-
ous representative and delegate from thers, Mr. Huen N.
BmrTa—a gentleman who was not only zealous, but able,
and who was present here during most of the session as the
representative of that infant State or . Yes, sir, he was
here, and he left us but the other day, fully compensated for
his services ; and I have no doubt that his labors were of great
importance to New Mexico. The Senator so recently ar-
rived, though his telegraphic tch was here before him,
has now his claims presented. This is the first new State
that I ever snw represented by a single Senator, and I pre-
sume, if Washington city had not been his residence and
home, he would not have been here either. The controversy be-
tween the military governor of New Mexico and the self-con-
stituted authorities of that country was very well calculated, I
gh:iauld l‘uppm?, to have Mh; any man who had not the
inducement of returning to his home, from attempting to
leave three in the expectation of being nised as a mem-
ber of this or the other bouse of Con;mt is well known
that a controversy has arisen between the authorities there
constituted under the orders of the Administration, and those
acting under the military authority, which has well nigh re-
sulted in open war, and this ** Senator elect” is the offspring
of their mutual discord. It is under these circumstances that
he comes here, and is there any thing between his
claims and those of the Senators from California? The Sena-
tors from California came here representing a State, certainl
irregular in its first organization, not baving passed llmmli
a'l the gradations of government which our system prescribes;
but they caime here with some sanction, some authority to

convened Legislature, sent them. here, and they were recog-
nised, therefore, as entitled w0 seals here. There were no
difficulties conflicting with the territorial and sovereign rights
of any other State in the Union arising from their admission:
Bir, I cannot see why we should not just as properly sdmit
to a sest any individual who comes here from the Utahs,
or the Cherokee nation, or from any where else, claiming to
ref t a constituency, as this individual who claims to be
a Senator elect. They are quite as much entitled to it. In-
deed, they are much more 80, because they have had po one
bere to represent them, while almost all the talent of the
House has been employed in advancing the interests of New
Mexico. ’

Mr. DAWSON. [ wish to make but one or two observa-
tions. | bad certainly no intention of infringing upon the
rights of Texas—evary body knows my position in that mat-
ter—nor do I consider this motion as an infringement dpon
the rights of Texas. The people of this Colony supposed
they bad a right to form a Biate government, and they pro-

k a share of | I

sustain them. The voice of the people, and of a regularly | P

Mr. RUSK. Will the Benator allow me to ssk him a
quest'on ?
Mr. DAWSON. Certainly.
Is not this an

Mr. RUSK., if we this bill

to elect a Benator ?
Mr. DAWSON. I will change the 80 that it
shall read, ‘“the person claiming to be n Senator,” if that
will suit the Benator from Texas. Every body can under-
stand the object I have in view. ‘This is a mere question of
equity and justice, and as such can excile no such emotions
of faaﬂnn?a&nam_mlo Aund, sir, if the
people of this country cannot the be-
tween an individual ing himself and one who claims
to be & Senutor, then I am mistaken.

The smendment was then read as

“To Richard H. W\ , who clai
elect from New Mexico, and who &

ae follows :
here for the pur-

m!mﬂnp,nuuenﬁn‘m"
I bave not risen to discuss this matter at

upon this amendmeént as a firebrand
couptry.

The motion was rejected.

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I rise to thank the Senator from
Georgia for offering the amendment which he has submitted.
Coming from the section of country which he does, it evinces
a degree of liberality and magnanimity on his part which are
highly commendable. !

Mr. BENTON. Amen! [Great laughter.]

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I am one of those, sir, who be-
lieve that there was no SBtate Government in New Mexico,
and that the whole movement was all a humbug. [ voted
against the amendment of the Benator from New York at all
times, and [ am prepared to do so again, because I do not
believe that this gentleman has any claims to be admitted
to a seat on this floor, but he has been sent here by those
people under the influence of a policy beliexed in by the
President of the United States and a large portion of the

to

they were right in the course they were pursuing, Under
these circumstances, this gentleman, after performing a
journey of at least two thousand miles at the hazard of his
life, has come here in good faith, and I believe that we should
in common justice compensate him. Delegates from this very
country—from Utah at least—sent here, have been paid by
the House, and I think that the claims of this gentleman on
the Benate are equally as strong as those were on the House.
I am sorry that my friend from Texas should be annoyed in
regard to this matter, or should suppose that the possibility of
a little miserable per diem allowance to this man could in any
way cause a controversy belween Texas and New Mexico.
If 1 thought it possibly could, I should vote aguinst it.

Mr. DICKINSON. I really hope that the Senate will
recollect the necessity which exists for the immediate dispo-
sition of this bill, and not consume further time in the discos-
sion of these collateral questions. This question of New
Mexico and of Texas, and all the questions incidental thereto,
are well understood by every one in the country, and cer-
tainly need no further elaboration here. I voted against this
amendment before, and [ shall vote against it now, and I am
sure that we shall consult our own convenience and the public
business by disposing of it in a very brief manner.

Mr. RUSK. Bo for as I am concerned T must regret that
this amendment has been pressed upon the Senate. [ am the
last man bere that would withhold from any individual who
came here from New Mexico or elsewhere his allowance of
mileage or per diem, if that was the only question involved.
The questions connected with this matter had been disposed
of in such a manner as I thought tful to the State of
Texas, and propositions have been left to her consideration,
to accept or reject, The amendment now pending, I fear,
will Le geized upon to raise this question anew, and thus to
increase and protract the irritation which already exists in
Texas. The language of the amendment is a recognition of
the claim of New Mexico.

Mr. DAWSON. The amendment has been so modified
as to avoid all difficulty on that point. It reads—

“ To Richard H.Wei%hlmln, who red here and claim-
ed a seat in the Senate of the United States,” &ec.

That should waive all objection.

Mr. RUSK, He comes here in utter disrespect of the
claim of Texas, and [ desire to do nothing that will sanction
any such cause. : y
Mr. DAWSON demanded the yeas and nays, and they
were ordered. '

The amendment was rejected as follows :

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Chase, Davis, of
Massachusetts, Dawson, Dayton, Dodgc. of Iowa, Ewing,
Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Seward, Smith, Spruance, Underwood,
Wales, Walker, and Wint 19. I

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Bright, Davis, of Mis-
sissippi, Dickinson, Downs, Felch, Foote, E_fnn-tnn, Hunter,
Joues, Morton, Norris, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soule, Stur-
geon, Whiteomb, and Yulee—20. .
The amendments were then ordered to be engrossed and
the bill was ordered to a third reading, and was read a third
time and passed.

The Benate then adjourned.

WEeDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1850,

On motion by Mr. MORTON, the Senate proceeded to
conkider, as in Committee of the Whole, Senate bill No.
167, being the bill for the relief of Mrs. A. M. Dade, widow
of the late Major F. L. Dade, of the United States army.

T'he bill was then reported to the Senate, and no amend-
ment baving been proposed, it was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading, and was subsequently read a third time

and passed.
GENERAL PENSBION BILL.

On motion by Mr. JONES, the Senate proceeded to con-
sider, as in Committee of the Whole, Benate bill No. 137,
being the bill to regulate the pensions of officers, soldiers,
seamen, and marines who have been or may hereafier be dis-
sbled while in the service of the United States,

Mr. JONES. In order to remove all the objections to this
bill, in consequence of allowances that may be thought extra-
vagant, although the committee have unanimously agreed to
these sliowances as they-are in the bill, [ will move to make

such reductions as I think will induce every Senator to vole
for the bill. We have passed many special bills for the relief
of officers and soldiers who are disabled ; but this is a general

bill, which will embrace many cases, and avoid the necessity
of passing numerous bills in individual cases. I move to strike
out in the fourteenth line of the first section the words *“ double
the amount,” and insert ** fity per cent.”

Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest to the Senator from
Towa that perhaps he can make his bill more acceptable to
others, snd accomplish all the purposes he has in view, by

iking out the fourth section ; and in order to show why |

ke the motion, if he will withdraw his motion I will ask
to have a letier read which I have received from the Commis-
sioner of Pensione, in answer to a communication from me,
calling his attention to this very case.

The letter was accerdingly read, as follows :

Prxsion Orrice, Aveust 2, 1850,

Sin: I herewith return Senate bill No. 137, *  to regulate
the pensions of officers, soldiers, seamen, and marines who
have b=en or may hereafter be disabled while in the service of
the United States.”

The first three sections ol this bill were suggested by me in
January, 1849 ; and if a law containing these sections were
passed, the additional nﬁendlt:rre would net amount to twenty
thousand dollars at the hi leulation, as the ber of
men disabled by the actual loss of limbs or eyes in battle does
not amount to more than one in fifty of those who draw invalid
nsions. But if the fourth section should pass, the effect
would be to increase the pension of every man who is now on
the roll to treble or quadruple the amount which he now re-
ceives. From little more than three hundted thousand dol-
lars, the amount of the present annual expenditore for invalid

nsions, this item would be increased to cleven or twelve

undred thousand dollars.

By this bill the ;;c'rionl of officers would be inereased in
most cases to the folldwing rates ;: Lieutenant Colonel, and all
officers above that grade, ninety dollars per month ; Major,
seventy-five dollars per momi 3 Captain, sixty dollars per
maonth ; First Lieotenant, fifty-one dollars per month ; Second
Lieutenant, forty-five dollars month ; Third Lieutenant,
foﬂ,\r—':wo dollars per month ; E‘enrli;n, thirty-nine dollars per
maonth. ’

1 have the honor to be, respectfu lly, your obedient servant,

; J. L. EDWARDS.

Hon. R. M. T. HuvTen, Senate of the U. States.

Mr. HUNTER. [ will suggest to the Senator from fowa
that if he will withdraw his motion, I will move to sirike out
the fourth section.

Mr. JONES. I am very confident, and the other mem-

ceeded to do so, s I stated to-day, under the supposed sanc-
tion of the Government, Under this misapprehension they

bers of the committee are confident, that there is a mistake
about this estimate, The fourth section provides for giving

of taking his seat in the Senate of the United States, for Y

people of the country, and which induced them to suppose v

 received the money, and not the attorney who prosecuted the

I have
care, and I certainly thiok it is ri
a disabled limb w is tolally useless,
the man who has lost a limb, If this
struck out, I do not think that there will be s very extrava-
gant expenditure, as has been suggested. The proportion of
limbs utterly disabled cannot be very great,

Various amendments were adopted ; after which the bill
was reported to the Senate, and the amendments which had
been made in Committee of the] W hole were concurred in.

Mr. BRIGHT. I now renew the motion which was re-
jected in committee to strike out the 4th section of the bill,
and on that question [ ask the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were m‘nd.

The question being taken, by yeas and nays, on the mo-
tion to amend by striking out the fourth section, resulted :

YEAS —Messrs. Atchison, Baruwell, Bright, Butler,
Chase, Clarke, Clay, Davis, of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickin-
son, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Downs, F Foole, Greene,
Gwin, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Mason, Norri
Sebastian, Soule, Spruance, Underwood, itcomb, and

ulee—29.

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Cass, Cooper,
Dayton, Ewing, Fremont, Houston, Jones, Morton, "
Seward, Shields, Smith, ‘Sturgeon, Turney, Wales, Walker,
and Winthrop—20,

8o the amendment was agreed to,

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third read-
ng. |

THE GALPHIN CLAIM. .

The joint resolution from the House of Representatives to
authorize the President of the United States to cause suit
to be brought against George W. Crawford, late Secretary of
Wmtuda first time by its title as follows :

b the following communication, of the date herein-
afier mentioned, bube?h made to the House ef Representa-
tives of the United States, by George W. Crawford, late

Seeretary of War, viz :
S : The i 1 e Bk GO My
IR : ap| on to make
to the Hm_nﬁ%l;mﬁ“l on the second of A;;:ﬁbm
having for its object the investigation of my conduct and rela-

tion to the in claim, has, as I understand, been decided,
mdmcnm&:w‘:’kmu:i.qu ol'l.lmed" u:dl.llmb-

for its settlement, t the ment of the cipal.

As the question :?‘i?mu malieved to mdlrw in its
character, I have now respectfully to request that the House
of Representatives take the necessary $ o cause
legal proceedings to be aguin reco
of that or any portion of the Galphin claim I have reeeived.
At the same time I am prompt to give the assurance that I will
not interpose delay or raise in my any other question
than the ?ropzr construction of the act for the relief of Mil-

Galphin, executor of the last will and testament of Geo.

Galphin, deceased, approved August 14, 1848,

I bave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient
servant, GEO, W. CRAWFORD,

Hon. Howert Cosn, Speaker, &c., Washington,

JOINT RESOLUTION to suthorize the President of the
United States to cause suit to be brought sgainst Geo. W.
Crawford, late Secretary of 'War, and to provide for » judi-
eial decision of the question or matter therein referred.
Resslved by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of

the United States of America in Congress assembled, That

the President of the United States be and he is hereby au-
thorized to cause suit to be brought, in the name of the United

Sutes. of Ameri inst the said Geo. W. Crawford, in the

Circuit Court of the District of Georgia, to recover back the

interest allowed and paid to him uj the claim of said Gal-

phin, authorized to be * examined” and * adjusted” by the act
of Congress, approved August 14, A, D. I.eei’ghl.een hundred
and forty-eight, entitled * An act for the rehief of Milledge

Galphin, executor of the last will and testament of Geo

Galphin, deceased,” or any part thereof that it maya

the gmre of the Treasury was not authorized to allow

and pay ; either party to be entitled to a writ of error or appeal,
as in other cases.

The joint resolution was read a second time with a view to

reference.

Mr. BADGER. I can see no reason why that resolution

should not be passed without reference to a committee. It is

a measure which was introduced into the House at the re-

quest of Mr. Crawford. I suppose there can be no objection

to gratify his wish on the subject, and [ hope the resolution

will be put upon its passage. .

Mr. BUTLER. Thope the resolution will be acted on at

once, with & decided opinion on my part that it ought not to

p.;r. DAWSON moved to refer the resolution to the Judi-

ciary Committee, which motion did not prevail, and the reso-

I\r}l‘:itclmI was considered by the Senate as in Committee of the
ole. -

Mr. TURNEY. I have but a single remark to make. I
think the resolution itself will not raise the question which it
is proposed to raise and to investigate before the courts ; that
is, 1o test the correctness of the decision of the departments
here in paying the interest upon this claim. It cannot do it,
in the first imstance, because Mr. Crawford only acted as
agent or attorney for the Galphins, and if he received the

in the character of sgent or atlorney, the presumption
is that he has paid it over to the owners, retsining, no doubt,
the fee which was to be paid him by the contract with them.
Ii this question is to be tested, you must sue the parties who

claim. It is mere humbug to say that Mr. Crawford was
justified, or that the departments were justified in paying it,
on account of any decision which the courts might make uu-
der this resolution. 'The suit must be bronght, not against
the agent or attorney who prosecuted the claim, but against
the man who recovered the money. And besides, from the
provisions of this resolution, I take it that, even if Mr. Craw-
ford was the proper party to be sued, you could not get be-
hind the decisions of the auditors and comptrollers, and of
the treasurer who paid the money. Their decisions would
be final and conclusive before the court. Thue it would be &
mere matter of mockery to authorize the President to bring a
suit in order to whitewash the character of some man.
iuu op) e ':.’ l:.‘hdnl this r:;oln;i‘on t:’;rnﬂ;u:}:: i e::dichl
nv tion for the pur| whitewashi character
of Mr.‘:)nwford in trilsplmnmﬂlon. You cannot reach the
question of the correctness of the decision of the department
in paying this money by any suit that can be institoted under
thie resolution, because you cannot sue Mr. Crawford, the
attorney, and, secondly, because in any such suit the decision
of the auditor and treasurer would be conclusive upon the court.
The court would have no right to reverse it. Their decision
would be the law of thecase. An act of Congress confers the
duty of making such decisions upon these accounting officers,
and there is no law authorizing the courts to correct or reverse
thbem. Noa can be taken, nor is there any mode of revising
the decisions of the accounting officers ; and hence [ say this
is a mere mode of whitewashing the character of Mr. Craw-
ford, without any possible hope even of submitting to the
court the correctness of those decisions. The court would
have no power to reverse or revise them and render judgment
against Mr. Crawlord, even if he was the proper man to be
sued to recover this meney back. I hold that it is utterly
un » thetefore, 1o piss any such resolution. In fact,
I think it is **throwing good money after bad ™ to incur the
expense of a lawsuit merely for the purpose of whitewashing
the character of these parties.

Mr. EWING. I think the Senator from Tennessee is
entirely mistaken in all the positions he hastaken in this mat-
ter. In the first place, he says that the proposed suit is not
sgainst the proper individual, and that the suit cannot be
sustained against him, because he is only the sttorney, and
not the party. Now, sir, this attorney received the money,
or a portion of the money, no matter how much ; but what-
ever portion of that money he received, if he be sued for it,
andif in his pleadings he do not set up the defence that he
was atforney, the euit can be sustained. The case has to be
decided upon the declaration and the ples, and you can sus-
tain the action against him if he admits that he received the
money, and does not plead that he received it as attorney.
Now, he says in his communication to the House that he will
not put in that ples. If he do, he is a dishonored man as a
matter of course, and there is no ** whiulnlllung' of charac-
terat all. But [ undertake to say that he will not plead nor
set up as a defence that he receiyed this money as attorney.
So that, 18 to that particular point, it settles it without any
difficulty at all, just as if you sued the individual party in-
stead of sueing the attorney. :

As to the next position, that the settlement of this account
by the accounting officer is conclusive, Mr, Crawford says in
his letter that he will not set up that as & defence, nor will he
set up any thing as a defence except the legal right, conferred
by law, 1o pay this m ney, and every part of it, over to the
parties. He will not set up as a defence the fact that the ac-
cranting officers have .mf upon it at all. [In his pleadings
he will present the single and sole question, that the law of
1848 and the previous obligations of the Government gave
him the right to recrive this money. Well, if be does not—
if the pleadings are presented in that form, I need not say to
every lawyer that the question will be settled by our courts
upon the pleadings, nnd settled, therefore, upon the law of
the original cass. Itis no matter of whitewnshing at all.
If the pleadings be made fairly—if the pleadings be set forth
bona fide, ns he says he will cavse them to be set forth, the
netaal law of the ‘case will ba presented : and if there bas
been blsck-ballingby the decision of the committee, there will
be nothing more than the aiping off of that black-balling by
the decision of the court, entitled to decide upon the question

Pearce, Pratt, be

sequent proceedings under the act of Congress which provided | 118

T8 | of whitewashing.

H
£
3

Mr. BUTLER. 1 was
resolution

oo ot o g

because the

g
E

!
F E:e:s_

F

=2
£z
f

g

£
:

eFE
i
;
s
i

:
:
It
By
il
1

w
g
:
8§
&

i

g
&

}

i
i

i

Ej

g

=
i

i

H

gk
E
;
:
]

7
;
:
{
:
g

e
%E‘;
Ik
i
gig
H
b

A 4
§

g
I7
i—ag
it
555
g 8
T
i
]

g
:
=
:
£

L
g
i
E

H

i
;
£
&z
g

gei

4
£
2

|
F

i

=
g

:

5
£
2

BT
4
#5F

:

:

£

g
3

1]

sl

!
EE
£%
4
éﬁ
f=3
:E
iz
E
i

i

!
¢l

2
g
=
:

g
L
ia?g

4
s

igke

by the Federal courts and brought
judgment. I conclude as I began, by saying that it is mak:
the court an arbiter, whichis not a part of its office or
within its usaal and proper jurisdiction. It will, in effect,
give it the office of review over a distinet department of this
Government.

Mr. DAWBON. I regret very much the tone and man-~
ner of the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Tunxzr) on this sub-
Ject. Mr. Crawford has had a great desl said in relation to him
in connexionpwith this particular claim ; and when gentlemen
use the word *¢ w| ing” in relstion to his character,
they ought first to understand the nature of the imputation
that they are making, and whether they can sustain the accu-
salion against Mr. Crawford in relation to this matter. I de-
mand, as the friend of Mr. Crawford, to know what
his conduct in relation to this matter needs ** whi g!"
What infamy or impropriety has been attached to him in re-

lation to this matter ?  Where are the occasions upon which
he has not acted opunl[y, fairly, and boldly in relation to the
matter 7 When was it that he ever forfeited his honor or his

character either as an individual or as a politician > What
part of his conduct during his administration of the War De-
partment needs ** whilewashing,” even by a decision of the
Supreme Court of the United States? 1 know the Senator
from Tenneseee did not, in using the word ** whilewashed,”
intend to convey a charge inconsistent with honor ; at least I
think not. J

Mr. TURNEY. If the Senator will allow me, I will say
that I made no charge—I intended to make none when I'spoke
Mr. Crawford himself feels that there is
something hanging suspended over him, otherwise he never
would have made the application to Congress. He felt it
when he first aslted an investigation in the House. That
investigation resulted unfavorably to him, and now to get rid
of that—for it only plunged him lower in the public estima-
lion—he sends here a proposition for a judicial investigation,
in order to whitewash those reflections which bave been cast
upon him by the proceedings of the House and by what has
transpired. g

Mr. DAWBON. What part of the proceedings of the
House casts any imputation upon Mr. Crawford ?

Mr. TURNEY. TI:? speak for themselves.

Mr. DAWBON. And they cast no imputation. Sir, it
is ungenerous and unkind, in the absence of this gentleman,
where he hasnot the opportunity of vindicating his own
honor by taking part in the debate, to insinuate any thing
against him, calculated to do him injury before the coantry
that he has served. Mr. Crawford, in this transaction, has
acted with a marked honor and propriety. His band, his
finger has not been laid upon this claim improperly. The
claim was passed by the proper departments of the Govern-
ment, and its payment was sustained by the late Attamey
General of the United Stater, who, with an honor and magna-
nimity which I trust will always accompany him, said that if
there was any blame in relation to this matter it was upon
him, and he published it to the world. 'I'he late Attorney
General (Mr. Johnson) has published his opinion and his evi-
dence, and assumed the whole ibility like a man.
Then how can it be brought up here, before the American
people, and ch that this is a measure to *¢ white-
wash” George W, Crawford! But, Mr. President,
what is he to do? When the biternesa of party,
and the unkindness of personal relations will circulate re-
ports throughout the country injarious to his reputation, how
is he to meet it? He can only do it by the mode he has
adopted. Whatisit? He comes before the country, and
notwithstanding that he is shielded by the constitution and
laws in the possession of the money, yel as doubts have been
expressed whether that money went honestly and justly to
the representatives of Galphin, he says, so far as he is con-
cerned, here is every dollar of that money. Now, adjudicate
it before any tribunal you may select. Congress proposes to

1| select the Supreme Court of the United States, commencing

in the District Court and carrying it up to the Supreme Court.
What for> To ‘“ whitewash” the character of George W.
Crawford by a decision of the Supreme Court? And will
the Bupreme Court make a decision to whitewash his character
against their oaths and the high obligations of their dignified

tion? Why, it is a charge againstthem. And, when
r. Crawford has pursued only the course which justice,
honor, and propriety demarded of him, he is xnrgod here
85 coming with & view.to * whilewash” his reputation, stained
of course by some previousconduct! But, as the Benator
from South Carolina said, Mr. Crawford’s honor' is known,
and his parole would carry weight wherever honor and hon-
esty are to be found. Gentlemen say they will not grant this
investigation. And why? Beciuse the Supreme Court
may support the construction of that law given to it by the
departments of this Government, and their sanction would be
a on to the past Administration from this slander, and
that is the thing to be feared. It is not a ** whitewashing,’”
but it is subjecting the vindication of Mr. Crawford and
tha last Administration to the decision of the Supreme
Court as the final arbiter; and their decision, when pro-
nounced, will give satisfaction to the entire country, where
party motives and personal feelings do not interfere to prevent.
Idid not expect, at any time, to be called up in relation to
this claim. I was not in Congreess when it passed. Other
gentlemen passed the law, and they the law sub-
ject to that construction which hae been made by the
proper departments of the Government, and we are willing to
abide by it. But others are not, and the only way to give
the whole matter a proper bearing, is before the Supreme
Court of the United States. Mr. Crawford sbandons his
legal right to defend himself againstany suit whateoever. He
shandons all that, and comes here and says I will abide by the
decision of the anvm Court, and not put in any plea——

Mr. GWIN. ill the gentleman give way for a motion

to postpone the bill till to-morrow.
Mr.DAWSON. No, sir; I have but afew more remarks to
make, I did not know before of the existence of the report of
this committee, nor did I know what its contents were until I
burdra :‘l n.t‘!i::fl t:j.gi o . luill}edtlc; have the resolution
referred to udiciary Committee, for the purpose of placing
before that intelligent committee, having a Pf:llplmwlmf
the laws of the country and of the constitutiop, the question
whethér, by an sgreement between the parties, this suit could
be ordered. Asit has been declared by the immedinte repre-
eentatives of the people that a enit shall be instituted against
Mr. Crawford, I go for the institution of it, and if Mr. Craw-
ford is not sustained by the decision of the Sapreme Court,
then let him pay back every dollar, as he will do without a
moment’s hesitation.

Mr. COOPER. T have but a word to s#y. - I desired to
obtain the floor after the Senator from Tennessee, to sy that
I did not concur with him in the views which he has express-
ed. And [ desired o suggest, what was very properly sug-
gested by the Senator from South Carolina, that in the event
of Mr. Crawford’s decense, there are pleas that may be faken
advantage of that would preclude recovery on the part of the
United States, notwithstanding originally there was no right
on the part of the Guvernment to pay the money to Mr.
Crawford. There is a distinction, well known to every lawyer,
between the recovery of money paid through a mistake of law,
and that paid through a mistake of fact. Here, if there is any
mistake ot all, it was a mistake of law, and according lo the
decision of the courts, both of this country and of England,
money paid through a mistake of law cannot be recovered back,
and if advantage of this be taken by the executors of Mr.

of law, and baving the direct question before them, snd
nothing but the question.

Crawlford, of course the merits of this question could not be



